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2010 It’s here already.

Let me first reflect on the 2009 season. Golf continues to attract more players each Saturday. Tuesday’s ladies comps are very well supported so well done to Marg (captain) and her committee for continuing to grow ladies golf.

The Men’s Wednesday comp is like most things around the club, growing, with at times 75 players.

We are attracting new members with the committee’s innovative membership drives. Getting new members and retaining old ones are not only the Murray Bridge Golf Clubs, but all Golf clubs biggest challenges.

The pressure on families due to work commitments along with the ever seeming lack of time with today’s hectic life style is one that all clubs must address. Clubs that fail to do so will perish. 

It is interesting to note that those clubs that have been set in their ways and are unwilling to change the way their golf clubs are run are starting to really feel the pinch and are struggling.

Future of Golf 

What is the future? I don’t have the answers but if you said to me some 5 years ago that there would be a thing called 20/20 cricket, I would have said, “you’ve got rocks in your head mate”!

The big bash cricket though however is a big hit with the younger brigade.

Is there a future for 9 hole golf? Some of the so called people in the know are talking about 6 hole golf.

The Y generation appears to have a very limited attention span.

Playing a round of golf that takes 4 to 5 hours is just not on their radar.

Another interesting fact about 9 hole golf is that at many clubs, it’s the ladies that are taking it on.

The ladies always seem to be ahead of the men when it comes to golfing changes.

Just like test cricket the 18 hole Saturday comp will be the main stay with the dedicated and traditionalist, however in the not to far distant future, golf clubs will be entertaining different types of golfing comps and events.

I was watching TV the other night and a group of professional golfers were playing 

a game called skills. Points were awarded for the longest drive,

best iron shot, best bunker shot and best putt.

Each player was given three shots at each discipline, not a traditional game but an 

interesting one. (one for the match committee to look at).

One thing for sure is golf will be around for eternity but the game will continue to evolve.

Things Just Happen.

Ask a past manager what is the fine for not wearing a helmet whilst riding a push bike.

As KG would say  “The law is the Law.”

While you’re at it, also ask him what it is like to have a wayward shot from Dave Schellen thunder into a rib cage. ( I think you owe him a beer or two Dave as if it did not hit him the ball would have been lost forever).

It was great to see the dedication shown by Trevor Burgess. He was by far the first person to arrive for the AGM. In fact he was that dedicated that he arrived a full 168 hours early.

Eric Scheer is one that will never be beaten.

Randall Cocks, “I know how to do things properly!” was lining up his putt on the 18th,

a very important putt that could just save him a $.

One step backwards then another, perhaps a little bit more then arse over heels into the sand bunker.

Back to Eric who on hearing this the next week also took one too many backward steps and again the bunker was the winner, with such an eloquent 

entrance and the fact that Eric needed Julie Leane and Peter Phillips to help him out of the bunker,

Eric was declared the winner of the “I can handle bunkers competition.”  

Ham & Turkey.

The ever popular Ham & Turkey day again was a very successful day. Put it in your diary the next one, is the  1st  Sunday of December. This year we had to knock 

back a number of groups who wished to play. 

Well done to those lucky ham & turkey winners, I again had to buy my ham & turkey. I suppose there is always next year.

Your Xmas Bonus (Christmas)

Yes Xmas has been and gone!

The management committee has decided that due to you, the club members making 2009 a very successful year, they would like to give you all a late xmas present (well those lucky enough to win comp vouchers).

The committee invites you all to double the value of your comp vouchers, that’s right double 

the value of your vouchers a $4.40 voucher becomes $8.80 an $11.00 voucher becomes $22.00 and so on.

The catch, always a catch.

How the double value is to work.

Use any competition voucher during the month of January 2010 on a Wednesday or Friday after 5.30pm in the Bistro (Fairways Bistro) and the Value of your voucher will double.

Vouchers can not be redeemed for cash.

Remember that it is only for the Month of January and only in the Bistro (kitchen) area. 

A late Merry Xmas to all. 

New Handicap System

Much has been said about the new handicap system that was going to be rolled out in early February 2010.

The commencement has been amended to the end of March or early April.

See notice board for details.

Best Dressed 

Green and Yellow motley coloured shorts with matching shirt, sartorial elegance.

Please Graham Southern if those shorts have pups can I have one.

More Things That Just Happen.

Spare a thought for one of our newer players.

One week 45 stableford points, bragging rights and a fist full of coin from his mates, then the next week.  

Clay Leckie fronts up for a stroke round, all going to plan, playing way under his handicap up to the 8th.

Tees off on the 8th onto the racecourse road, reloads this time even better onto the racecourse proper. Third time lucky, not really that bloody race course again. Try again a nice shot down the fairway. On the way to his ball trying ever so hard to work out how many shots he’s had, too hard decided to leave it until he finishes the hole and get his playing partners to help him out.

Back to the golf Clay, lines up his shot sitting nicely on the fairway, yep you guessed it straight onto the race course road, 4th out of bounds for the hole. By the way Clay how many shots did you have.

Talking about shots how’s this for golfing skills?

Beautiful shot off the tee on the six,  on the green for one, putting for a birdie then putting for par then putting for bogey then putting for double bogey, stop the agony in for 8,  7 putts.

Well done Jeff Wright.

Please members if things Just happen let the bar staff know so that we can share it with all in the club. 

Water and the Course.

Again I point out that we still, as a club, have a huge problem with our water availability.

The two Mal’s (groundsman) are doing a tremendous job in making sure our course is in top condition with the limited resources available to them.

I hear a few grumbles now and again about exposed roots and of course loose stick in and around the trees. For those that do grumble remember we have only two groundsmen and their no priorities are the 
greens and fairways along with keeping a very old watering system going. So please don’t grumble. Perhaps you could offer to assist, as we do have a dad’s army that meets every Thursday a 9am. To find out more about what dads army does, see Geoff Searle.

Ask not what the club can do for you but ask what you can do for the club.

Back to water, this water problem will be around for many years to come.

The lack of water is certainly starting to affect many of our tree species. These trees for many years have been able to survive due to the excess water we were providing them.

Many trees are starting to die.

Many trees are also starting too send out their roots further and further in search of water.

You will have noticed on the course a number of areas where these roots have been severed trying to keep them away from the fairway. These are trial areas. These areas are to be treated as GUR!

Coming Events    

The sponsor’s day is fast approaching (7th of February).

This is a great day to show your support to those that support you.

If you know a sponsor let them know that you are happy to join their team.

You could also put your hand up to help on the day, Sid is always looking for help cooking hotdogs and selling drinks.

Opening day. The new season will start on the 7th of March 2010. A two person Ambrose shotgun start at 1.00pm, get your team ready. 

Back to Sponsors

Due to a couple of our sponsors not wishing to extend their naming rights for a tee block, there is an opportunity for new sponsors to come on board. If you would like to or know somebody that you think would like to become involved let me know.

Reminder

Don’t forget the double value of your comp vouchers if used on a Wednesday or Friday evening during the month of January.

Yours in Golf

Stephen Cocks


Big Fields 

What a pleasure to have big fields play golf over the last 6 weeks. (A field of 186 players last week)
These big fields are due mainly to the big WET in them there hills.

I trust that the boys for Echunga and the other hills courses have enjoyed our course and hospitality.

There have been some really good scores, perhaps because players have had more time to think of their shot selection, bigger fields means longer time on the course.

Talking about the big WET in the hills perhaps you boys from the hills can bring a bucket of water each with you or at least stop taking all the rain and let a bit come this way.

Still on water! A never ending saga.

You will all have noticed the work being done at the bore at the 12th dam.

In a nutshell without trying to complicate things too much I’ll give a quick summary of this work.

The Murray Bridge Council has been given a government grant to look at ways of harvesting storm water.

The council along with a group of experts (people with PHD’S) believes that there is a big underground storage area below the golf course. The entire tests thus far have been very positive. If all goes to plan and more government grants can be negotiated the plan is to divert storm water into this storage area.

Storm water will be pumped from other catchments areas around the town to the golf course and eventually into the underground storage.

This water can than be pumped back up to be used on the golf course and around the town.

A big project if all goes well. 

This project is being fully funded by the council. For those of you that are technically minded the above refers to aquifer recharge.

(Pay attention to the GUR on the 12th)


Mix Foursomes

The clubs mixed foursomes championship

sponsored by Dr Frank Altmann and Alan Massingham is fast approaching.

Make sure you mark SUNDAY 20th of September down. 

Become an active member find a partner of the opposite SEX and become a champion.

Rules and tee times are on the notice board.

Ladies Lower Murray Open.

The 17th of September is a big day on the calendar. (It’s probably the best day of the year.)

Ladies don’t forget to register for this prestige event. I know all members have friends that play golf so again be proactive invite them to play.

Golf Week.

Golf week for the past 5 years has been very poorly patronized by golfers from other clubs.

We have had only 30 visitors for the past two years.

I know it clashes with a number of other events around the state.

However it was once so I’m told a very big golfing event on the SA golfing circuit.

How do we go about re kindling the enthusiasm of visitors?.

Again we all know golfers from another clubs, be proactive invite them to play, give them a bed for a week, renew your friendship with them.

I believe if we can not get visitors to play in our golf week than this will be our last golf week in is present format.

Kitchen.

It was advised in our December newsletter that due to a heavy workload with Gloria during July and August that the kitchen would be shut most Saturdays.  I’m happy to advise that we have now employed a new casual cook.

Her name is Cheryl Hill, now that Cheryl is on board I can see no reason why the kitchen will not be open for Saturday lunches.

The Kitchen will be open for Lunch from 11am – 2.30pm each Saturday. 

After 2.30 self serve hotdogs will be available.

It’s up to you the members to support the kitchen your support will ensure that the kitchen remains open on Saturdays.

Men’s Murray Bridge Open.

This 27 hole event is being held on Sunday the 18th of October. It is in conjunction with the Murray Bridge and Murraylands junior open.

Cost per person is $15.00 which includes

lunch. 

I am hoping to get a couple of volunteers

due to the early start to help cook bacon and egg sandwiches. Cost for the bacon and egg sandwiches will be approx $3.50. 

I’m also looking for volunteers to help Syd 

down at the shed with hotdogs and drinks.

Don’t be bashful speak up and lend a hand,

you never know you may enjoy it.

New Members.

I’m sure you all would have notice the large number of new members, especially juniors.

The captains and I are quite aware that some of these new members are beginners, and are still learning the etiquette of golf.

Again before giving these new members a bit of a blast for not a hearing to what you think is the appropriate behavior, think back to when you first started. ( I know a few of you need to think back a long, long time) Give them words of encouragement not decent.

If you have a problem with their play please explain in a positive way what they are doing wrong, if you can’t do that let me or the captains know the problem. We will endeavor to rectify it.

That brings up a good point when was the last time you read a rule book or changes to the rules???. Make sure you are giving the right advice.

Please make a new member feel welcome,

we have lost a few new members due to lack of support and the club can not afford to lose these new members.   

Pergola (Pergoda)

The pergola has certainly shown to be an asset. It’s the middle of winter and is being used most days admittedly mainly by those boys and girls from the hills.( it’s like a summers day for them).

There is still a little bit of work to be done hopefully this week (what was that Trott’s).

Congratulations to all players this pergola would not be there if it was not for your weekly contribution.  Your $1 levy has paid for the building and the furnishing of this great asset.  

Supporting your Club.

Ask yourself!  

When was the last time I had a meal at the club on a Friday Night?

When was the last time I had a meal at the club on a Wednesday Night? 

When was the last time I was at the club for the Members draw on a Friday Night?

When was the last time I brought a friend up to show of my club and have a drink or two?

When was the last time I used my vouchers in the club house enjoying a meal?

Remember this is your club the more it is used the better the facilities you will enjoy.

Water.

Seeing I mentioned water above I will give you a quick update on the water situation.

Your golf club on your behalf spent $31,000.00 on the purchase of water this year, this making a total of over $60,000.00 for the last two years.

Our water year runs from 1 July – 30 June.

From the 1st July 2008- 30th of June 2009

The golf course used 118 megs of water.

(Pre water restrictions we were using in excess of 155 megs.)

This year our allocation so far is 21 Megs. I believe that this will increase to no more than 38 megs. With carryover (water bought last year and not used) we will have available 67 megs. Now if we do not want the fairways and greens to get below last years standard (which at times was pretty ordinary) we will again need to spend approximately $30,000.00 to make sure we have sufficient water this year and enough water for the start of next year 2010 -2011.

Water is our number one priority and due to this a lot of proposed changes to the course and club rooms have been put on the back burner. 

  

The Rodda

By popular demand the club has reinstated the Rodda trophy this is a 4BBB handicap event.

Please see the notice board for details.

KG is happy to explain the rules. Find your partner and register.

Twilight Golf

Twilight golf is on again first game is the

 9th November. More info coming soon.



Ask these Members  

How to care and charge a Battery – Neville Gotch

What is a Pergoda  - Marg Bessen.
What is his members draw number – Eric Scheer

How to have 7 putts on the 6th – Jeff Wright
Need gopher driving instructions – Sue Antel

Cockle survival instructions –David Nye
Drinking advice – any of the Echunga Boys

Lap dancing with spoons – KG
How to lose 2 slabs of Crownies – Dean Wright

Need horse training advice – Trevor Burgess
Why you need to look both ways before crossing the footpath – Kevin Fiegert.

The future of your club is in your hands. Become an active member.

Yours in Golf Stephen Cocks
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